


Young oStars show features international cast

lassical music fans
C can look forward to a

busy entertainment
alendar this spring and sum-

er. Here’s a snapshot of
hat’s on offer in Toronto.

oung Stars of the Young
entury

Now in its fourth year, the
oung Stars of the Young
entury International Gala
oncert features virtuoso
layers and singers — all
inners of international
lusic competitions —rang-
g in age from seven to 20
cars old. The show, spon-
ored by the Vladimir
pivakov International
harity Foundation, takes
lace April 26 at the George
/eston Recital Hall.
pivakov is conductor of the
foscow Virtuosi Chamber

Orchestra.

“We have virtuoso soloists
from different parts of the
world playing different
instruments,” says Svetlana
Dvoretskaia, president of
Show One Entertainment, the
Toronto company producing
the concert. “The concert
also includes vocal and dance
performances, so it will be
quite an extraordinary
evening.”

Five artists will be coming
from Russia — violinist Lena
Prosolupova, pianist Arseny
Aristov clarinetist Narek
Arutyunyan, accordionist
Iosif Purits, and folk instru-
mentalist Evgeny
Skolchenkoyv. Joining them
are three Canadian musicians
— nine-year-old pianist
Anastasia Rizikov, violinist
Julia Mirzoev, and bass-bari-

tone Anton Mamine.

The evening will also fea-
ture the Mississauga Youth
Orchestra and the Toronto
Children’s Concert Choir and
Performing Arts Company.
All told, Young Stars will
bring together on stage more
than 120 young musicians for
what promises to be a memo-
rable and inspiring evening.
FYI: Call 416 737 6785 or
visit www.showoneproduc-
tions.ca. For tickets, call
Ticketmaster at 416 872 5555
or visit www.ticketmaster.ca.

Free Concert Series
Richard Bradshaw
Amphitheatre

While the 2007/2008 Free
Concert Series in the Richard
Bradshaw Amphitheatre —
located in the Four Seasons
Centre for the Performing

Arts — aims to please with a
mixture of styles, lovers of
classical music will find
more than a few events to
mark on their calendars this
spring and summer. April
performances include bari-
tone Brett Polegato on April
22 followed by soprano
Virginia Hatfield, baritone
Jesse Clark, and pianist
Steven Philcox on April 23.
On May 20, Andrea Grant
and Mia Bach — pianists
from the University of
Toronto’s Opera Division —
present a unique program of
music from opera, including

. The Magic Flute, Lakmé,

William Tell, Carmen and
Norma. On May 27, cellist
Soohyun Nam teams up with
pianist Bryan Wagorn for The
Russian Soul, a program of
soulful works by Tchaikovsky,

Twelfth Night
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Rachmaninoff, Prokofiev and
Shostakovich.

Concerts take place
Tuesday and Thursday at
noon, and the first
Wednesday of each month at
5:30 pm, with additional noon
hour and early evening con-
certs added throughout the
season.

FYI: Call 416 363 8231 or
visit www.coc.ca.

Roy Thomson Hall

Russian conductor Vladimir
Spivakov conducts the famed
Moscow Virtuosi Chamber
Orchestra at Roy Thomson
Hall May 22. Presented by
Toronto-based Show One
Entertainment, the concert is
part of Moscow Virtuosi’s
30th anniversary tour. This
evening also marks the
Toronto debut of classical
pianist Olga Kern. At age 33,
Kern boasts numerous acco-
lades, including prizes from
the Rachmaninoff
International Piano
Competition, and the Van
Cliburn International Piano
Competition.

FYI: Call 416 872 4255 or
visit www.roythomson.com.

Toronto Mendelssohn Choir
The Toronto Mendelssohn
Choir wraps up its 2007-2008
season on May 2 with a
grand performance of Josef
Haydn’s The Creation, a pow-
erful oratorio depicting the
genesis — from the chaos
and raging storms to the par-
adisal existence of Adam and
Eve. Conductor Noel Edison
directs this emotive master-

piece, which also features the
Festival Orchestra, soprano
Sookhyung Park, tenor
Lawrence Wiliford, and bari-
tone Peter McGillivray.

FYI: Call 416 598 0422 or
visit www.tmchoir.org.

Tafelmusik

From May 7 to 11 at the
Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre,
Toronto’s award-winning
baroque chamber choir and
orchestra closes its summer
season with Mozart’s power-
ful Requiem. Under the
direction of Ivars Taurin, the
Tafelmusik Chamber Choir
and Orchestra reprises this
14-movement masterpiece —
Mozart’s final composition
before his death and the sub-
ject of much speculation as
to who really finished'it. The
program also includes -
Haydn’s St. Cecilia Mass.
FYI: Call 416 964 6337 or
visit www.tafelmusik.org.

St. Lawrence String Quartet
Recognized as the best North
American quartet of its gen-

.eration, the St. Lawrence
String Quartet performs at
the Jane Mallett Theatre on
May 1. The Quarter’s May
Day program focuses on the
last great works of
Beethoven, with works by
Dvorak and Hindesmith. The
St. Lawrence String Quartet
is composed of violinists
Geoff Nuttall and Scott St.
John, cellist Chris Costanza,
and violist Lesley Robertson.
FYI: Call 416-366-7723,
toll free 1-800-708-6754 or.
visit www.stlc.com.




